[Scope and application of the precautionary principle in public law].
The precautionary principle set forth in article L.200-1 of the rural code is applicable to the environmental domain defined in the first paragraph of the same article. This principle regulates the action of public authorities responsible for elaborating environmental policies and implementing protective measures. It is not only a principle for political action but also a directly applicable legal measure specifically designed to authorize or impose the application of environmental protection measures, even in the absence of certitude. In its present state this new and very general standard fits awkwardly into the existing legal context. The Conseil d'Etat has extended the application of the precautionary principle to the domain of public health. In this context it is essential to maintain the important role of the advantage risk principle.